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 Among high school students surveyed nationwide, about 8% reported having been forced to 
have sex.  Females (11%) were more likely to report having been forced to have sex than 
males (4%).1 

 Teens 16 to 19 were three and one-half times more likely than the general population to be 
victims of rape, attempted rape, or sexual assault.2 

 Among female rape victims, 61% are under age 18.3 
 A recent study of the effects of teen dating violence on 9th through 12th grade females 

found 1 in 5 experienced physical or sexual dating violence.4 
 Girls who had experienced dating violence were less likely to use condoms and were at 

greater risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases. 5 
 Witnessing violence between parents was a significant predictor of physical dating violence 

for a group of college males involved in a recent survey.6 
 Juvenile prostitution offenders known to police were more often male (61%) than female 

(39%), a greater disproportion than among adult prostitution offenders (53% male and 
47% female).7 

 32% of homeless youth reported having been sexually assaulted, 15% after living on the 
streets. 8 

 Thirty percent (30%) of shelter youth and 70% of street youth are victims of commercial 
sexual exploitation. 12-14 is the average age of entry into prostitution for girls under 17.  11-
13 is the average age of entry into prostitution for boys under 17. 9 
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 As with the general population, homeless youth are more likely to be victimized by a friend 
or acquaintance. 10 

 GLBT homeless youth were physically and sexually victimized on average by seven more 
people than heterosexual homeless youth. 11 

 27.5% of ―street youth‖ and 9.5% of ―shelter youth‖ engaged in survival sex (selling of sex 
for shelter, food, drugs or money) with participation highest among males, whites of both 
genders, those of ―other‖ races, and those who had been victimized. 12 

 According to another source, 61% of homeless girls and 16% of homeless boys reported 
having been sexually abused before leaving home.13 

 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
10 WCSAP, 2004. 
 
11 WCSAP, 2004. 
 
12 WCSAP, 2004. 
 
13 Estes & Weiner, 2001. 
 


