
 

 

General 
 

 In the United States, 1 in 6 women and 1 in 33 men report experiencing an attempted or 
completed rape at some time in their lives.1 

 Rape results in about 32,000 pregnancies each year.2 
 Every two and a half minutes, somewhere in the United States, someone is sexually 

assaulted.3 
 67% of sexual assaults are perpetrated by someone known to the victim.4 
 77% of completed rapes are committed by someone who is known to the victim.5 
 Women are more likely than men to be victims of sexual violence; 78% of the victims of 

rape and sexual assault are women, and 22% are men.6 
 More than half of all rapes of women (54%) occur before age 18; 22% of these occur before 

age 12. For men, 75% of all rapes occur before age 18, and 48% before age 12.7 
 Of the nearly 400,000 rapes and sexual assaults reported between 1993 and 1999, 29% 

reportedly took place in the presence of a third party. In 11% of the reported sexual 
assault/rape incidents, one or more victims were assaulted.8 

 Victims of rape and sexual assault report that in nearly 3 out of 4 incidents, the offender 
was not a stranger. Based on police-recorded incident data, in 90% of the rapes of children 
younger than 12, the child knew the offender. Two-thirds of the victims 18 to 29 years old 
had a prior relationship with the rapist.9 
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 In 29% of rapes, the offender used a weapon.10 
 80%-90% of violent crimes against women are committed by someone of the same racial 

background as the victim11 
 Teens 16 to 19 were three and one-half times more likely than the general population to be 

victims of rape, attempted rape, or sexual assault12 
 Men were about twice as likely as women to experience acts of violence by strangers.13 
 Around the world at least 1 woman in every 3 has been beaten, coerced into sex, or 

otherwise abused in her lifetime. Most often the abuser is a member of her own family.14 
 42% of the women who were victims of date or acquaintance rape said they had sex again 

with the men who assaulted them.15 
 According to a report by the U.S. Department of Justice, women accounted for 1 in 50 

offenders committing a violent sex offense including rape and sexual assault. Women 
committed 2% of the total sexual assaults committed by violent offenders16 

 Among female rape victims, 61% are under age 18.17 
 Nearly 25 million women and 7 million men are raped and/or physically assaulted by an 

intimate partner in their lifetime.18 
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